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THE CAPITOL 
IS THEIR CLASSROOM 
Bob Verburg does research 
In the LegJsJatlve Library. 
The course, Leglslallon, never meets on Camp us. Instead, 
the 100 or so M izzou students enrolled in the c lass travel 
to Jefferson City where they work In the oflices ol lndividval 
legislators to whom they have been assigned as "aids" or 
"Interns." 
Seven other schools in the state also supply the legl$1a-
tors with badly needed office staff members as well as 
offer their students practical . behind-the-scenes political 
experience. This is the third year or the program offered 
by the College of Administration and Public Affairs at 
Mizzou. About a dozen states started similar programs 
within a year or 1v10 of each other, and no\v the practice 
Is expanding, explains Or. Robert Kersch. professor of po-
lltlcal science and coordinator for the program. 
The interns have a variety of backgrounds. Most are 
political science. Journalism or public administration ma-
jors, but D\vayne Smith is an interesting exception. He's 
majoring in mechanical engineering. He says he's interested 
In llabfllty litlgatlon. "Since most cases of that sort Involve 
technical knowledge as well as legal knowledge, engineer~ 
Ing seemed a good course to pursue 111 go Into law as f'm 
tentatively planning to." 
Rich Schnldman also hopes to go to law school and says. 
" I might have political aspirations." 
Pre-dental, engineering major Gregory Casalone says 
'"'Politics is a hobby." 
For many of the students, involvement in politics is not 
new. Stephen Maxwell, a Journalism major. attached to his 
application for the course a two-page, single-spaced, 
typed resume of his political activities in high school and 
college. And many of the interns were active in 1972 local. 
state and national campaigns. Debbie Barber, who gave 
a seconding speech for Senator Thomas Eagleton at the 
Democratic Convention In M iami, is among this semester's 
Interns. Others, like Bob Verburg, whose father ran for 
Lieutenant Governor In 1972, developed an Interest in 
politics at home. 
The aids spend r ·uesd ays at t he C apitol, work ing an 8·5 · 
day. They do "anything the legislator wants:· Tom Henry, 
who works in Governor "Kit" Bond's office, for example, 
wrote a memo on how the reCent Supreme Court decision 
concerning abortion would affect Mlssoutl law. 
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In Lieutenant Governor William C. Phelps's office, Rich 
Schnidman h as been compiling information for Phelps to 
use In a speech on water pollution. "I've done some filing 
and other menial tasks, but that, too. is part of s tate govern· 
men1," he says. " I feel that most of v1hat I do is valuable.·· 
Mark Moll is workirig for Representative Hardin C. Cox, 
BS BA '51, one of many M izzou alumni who are legisla· 
tors. "I've learned how to use resource books, and the 
Legislative Library. and how to read a blff." he says. But, 
like most of the other interns, his day might include a variety 
of activities. "I've been to committee meetings on the 18· 
year-old majority and talked with persons In various gov-
ernmental agencies." 
Mary Beth Haas. a Journalism major, who wants to be a 
political journalist. explains that she has researched an 
amendment on charter governments and annexation "all 
the way back to 1873." 
"There aro a m illion things we have to do, and the Interns 
are invaluable in helping us," Representative Joe Frappier, 
coordinator in Jefferson C ity for the program, says. "We have 
no staU at all. The students help with research, consti .. 
tuent ptoblems and correspondence. cover hearings and 
take notes in meetings, for example." 
"We · have tried to match the students, but we usually 
don't have any p roblems: Republicans work for Democrats 
and vice versa," he says. 
Although some students requested legislators with whom 
they agreed politically, most would agtee with Miss Haas, 
" I'm down here to learn and to work. As a legislative Intern, 
f'm not here to lobby lor personal beliefs." (She has kept 
track of the late ol the Equal Rights Amendm,ent. however). 
Lynne Pickens. decided to take the course as a sopho· 
more. Most of the interns are upperclassmen. freshmen 
are not admitted. "I wanted the experience early in my col· 
lege career so I would have mor·e time to channel my In· 
terests." she says. She's majoring in romance languages, 
plans a graduate degree in library science and hopes to do 
research for the Library of Congress. "This Is a wonderful 
exper ience. I don't get d isillusioned by knowing what goes 
on behind the scenes, but I am more aware of teality and 
able to look for ways to change what I don't like. The days 
go so fast: I just get here, and It's time to go home.'' ' 0 
